
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 8 August 2019] 

 p5173b-5173b 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan 

 [1] 

RECOGNISED BIOSECURITY GROUPS — LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [10.06 am]: 
As the Minister for Regional Development, I also welcome the students from East Narrogin Primary School. It is 
great to see regional students here. 
I am very pleased that yesterday the Western Australian Local Government Association revoked its policy position 
in opposition of recognised biosecurity groups. The motion, moved by the Shire of Bridgetown–Greenbushes, 
allows the decision on whether to support RBGs to rest with individual local governments. The McGowan 
government welcomes this development. Last month, I wrote to WALGA urging it to reconsider its biosecurity 
policy, and yesterday I had an opportunity to put that position directly to WALGA members at the 2019 State and 
Local Government Forum. Around 14 RBGs cover more than 90 per cent of Western Australia and about 60 regional 
local governments. Recognised biosecurity groups are a fantastic opportunity for communities to initiate action in 
coming together and seeking local government support for biosecurity and pest issues that are important to the 
community. The decision at the WALGA annual general meeting reflects the success of the bipartisan RBG and 
declared pest rate framework for managing established pests. The pest management efforts of RBGs are intended 
to supplement and complement the excellent work of local governments, on behalf of their ratepayers, to control 
declared pests on their land while working at a larger scale. The Department of Primary Industries and Regional 
Development has worked hard engaging with RBGs and relevant local governments. As a result, many local 
governments have formed strong working partnerships with the RBGs in their areas. The motion carried yesterday 
will encourage more local governments to constructively engage with local RBGs to the advantage of their 
constituents, the agricultural sector and the local environment.  
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